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Ideaphoria. Defined as the capacity for creative thought
or imagination.! This definition represents the lecturers'
creative endeavors at the Faculty of Applied and
Creative Arts locally and internationally. Ideaphoria is a
platform that highlights the projects and research work
by the academics biannually. These projects are
diverse by nature and interdisciplinary, forming
collaboration within the academic community in
Universiti Malaysia Sarawak and with the industry
experts.

Ideaphoria celebrates the creative and innovative effort
from everyone in the Faculty of Creative and Applied
Arts (FACA), UNIMAS whom has shared insight and
inspiration across the creative borders i connecting
brilliant minds to make brilliant ideas happen.

1Merriam-Webster. (n.d.). Ideaphoria. In Merriam-Webster.com
dictionary. Retrieved December 9, 2020, from https://www.
merriam-webster.com/dictionary/ideaphoria
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2015 2018
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2008 - 2014
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i 1998 - 2000
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LIST OF FACULTY
PROGRAMMES

UW6212001 Uwe6211001
MUSIC FINE ARTS

PROGRAMME PROGRAMME
Bachelor of Applied Arts Bachelor of Applied Arts
with Honours (Music) with Honours (Fine Arts)
ljazah Sanjana Muda Seni llazah Sanana Muda Seni
Gunaan dengan Kepujian Gunaan dengan Kepujian

(Muzik) (Seni Halus)

UW6214001 UW6213001
DESIGN CINEMATOGRAPHY
TECHNOLOGY PROGRAMME

Bachelor of Applied Arts Bachelor of Applied Arts
with Honours (Design with Honours
Technology) (Cinematography)

Bachelor Degree of
Creative Arts with Honors
(Animation)

llazah Sarjana Muda Seni
Gunaan dengan Kepujian
(Teknologi Seni Reka)

llazah Sanjana Muda Seni
Gunaan dengan Kepujian
(Sinematografi)

llazah Sarnjana Muda Seni
Kreatif dengan Kepujian
(Animasi)

UW6211002

Uwe6212002
DRAMA AND ARTS
THEATRE MANAGEMENT

PROGRAMME PROGRAMME

Bachelor of Applied Arts Bachelor of Applied Arts
with Honours with Honours
(Drama and Theatre) (Arts Management)

llazah Sarjana Muda Seni liazah Sarjana Muda Seni
Gunaan dengan Kepujian Gunaan dengan Kepujian
(Drama dan Teater) (Pengurusan Seni)
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Associate Professor Dr Musdi Haji Shanat

AP poinfed as Head of Peftronas Chair
rom 1st July 2020 to 30th June 2022
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MUSIC ARTS

PROGRAMME MANAGEMENT
PROGRAMME

Ng Sie Ai Shaik Azahar Bin

Shaik Hussaln

CINEMATOGRAPHY
PROGRAMME

Candida Jau
Emang

MUSIC
PROGRAMME

Dr. Connie Lim
\ Keh Nie

DESIGN MUSIC
TECHNOLOY PROGRAMME
» PROGRAMME
Yoesbar Djaelani

Sylvester Jussem



Excellence and Innovation in the Arts
Liniversiti Malaysia Sarawak (UNIMAS), Faculty of Applied and Creative Ars

E

wards
1a 2020

The excitement that was felt since the online discussions and presentations in
the moming has not yet subsided - And it is now 4 pm, Tuesday, November 17,
2020. The moment that is eagerly anticipated by Ap Dr. Musdi Hj. Shanat with a
number of UNIMAS executive members has finally amived. The Faculty of
Applied and Creative Arts (FACA), UNIMAS was announced live through the
Times Higher Education Viriual Platform as the winner of THE Award Asia 2020
for the category ‘Excellence and Innovation in the Ars’ was announced live
through the Times Higher Education Virtual Platform. Feelings of pride,
gratitude and joy was felt and shared by the entire Faculty.

The Musical Theatre Production "Semarak Pertiwiku' was the culmination of all
the hard work and effort by many teams in FACA. This outstanding project took
the collaborative effort of six programs from the Faculty of Applied and Creative
Arts, UNIMAS, namely Drama and Theater, Music Program, Cinematography,
Fine Art, Arts Management, and Design Technology respectively.

Through his personal postings on Facebook later that day, AP Dr. Musdi Hj.
Shanat also thanked Ybhg Prof Datuk Dr Mohamad Kadim hin Suaidi, the
Vice-Chancellor of LINIMAS for his full support, and expressed his appreciation
to The Sarawak's State Integrity and Ombudsman Unit (UNION), the Malaysian
Anti-Comuption Commission (MACC) for the trust in embarking the
performance.

R 1 Halima
L W% Begum

In the joy of celebrating this prestigious award, AP Dr. Musdi Hj. Shanat could
not hide his feeling towards the passing of the late Pak Iran who was an
important individual for the beautiful musical composition in Musical Theater
‘Semarak Pertiwiku'. AP Dr. Musdi Hj. Shanat said, "This tribute is also in the s
memories of the late Pak Iran”. Christine
Ennew
The Background

The award entries were from across the Asian continent, and the Middle-East.
The expert panel of the external judges this, added rigor and transparency to
the process, and whose job was made all the more difficult by the sheer number
and diversity of high-quality entries. The five expert panels are Halima Begum,
Christine Ennew, Yuko Harayama, Simon Marginson, and Timthy Tong.

The award is sponsored by Elsevier, Huawei, Western Union (WU) Business
Solution, Sursera for Campus, The Access Platform, and THE Data Points. In
THE Awards Asia 2020, UNIMAS was shortlisted in three out of ten categories;
Excellence and Innovation in the Ars, International Strategy of the Year, and
Workplace of the Year.

Yuko
Harayama

Excellence and Innovation in the Aris

This award recognises the pioneering work that takes place in the universities
to promaote the arts. THE is constantly looking for project initiative that has either
helped to establish or has enhanced an institution's already strong reputation in
any field of the arts. For this category, The Faculty of Applied and Creative Ars
at the Universiti Malaysia Sarawak (UNIMAS) was shortlisted among the top
eight; Alfaisal University, The Hong Kong University of Science and Technology,
National Dong Hwa University, O_F. Jindal Global University, Peking University
Research Centre for Ethnic Music and Musical Theatre, Universiti Teknologi
Petronas, and Tiangong University.

The Winner:

The Faculty of Applied and Creative Ars at the Universiti Malaysia Sarawak
(UNIMAS)

The judges praised The Faculty of Applied and Creative Arts at the Universiii
Malaysia Sarawak (UNIMAS) for its daring and innovative approach to using
theatre and performing arts fo support the counfry's anfi-corrupfion efforts.
Mating that this fascinating work may help to change norms and behaviour, and
develop university-to-industry links that draw on local cultural heritage.

As one of the panels said, “their efforts to link theatre to anti-corruption work is
a powerful as some of the work in Brazil using Forum Theatre for conflict
resolution a decade ago®. Such a high praise indeed.
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WINNER

Excellence and Innovation in the Arts

Universiti Malaysia Sarawak (UNIMAS),
Faculty of Applied and Creative Arts
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Mini Film Festival (MFF) had came to its end with a virtual
awards ceremony conducted through its social media. Five
great short films with their unigue treatments of timely subject
matters were awarded by the 16th edition of the festival, the
longest running short films festival in Malaysia.

“‘Despite all the challenges in organising the festival online,
we had managed to migrate our physical film festival entirely
online, making us the first Malaysian onsite film festival which
had successfully migrated online due to the impact of
COVID-19 pandemic”, said Dr Teo Miaw Lee, the festival
director of 16th Mini Film Festival.

Such success stories, however, can hardly compensate for
the pain posed by the potential job hazards never
experenced by the team when they organised its physical
film festival onsite in the past 15 years.

“‘But, | think this pain is temporary and hope that it is well
compensated with a festival which has successfully catered
to both filmmakers and our audiences”, Yow added.

Yow Chong Lee, the festival programme, lamented in a rather
joliy manner that "due to long hours of working in front of
computer and mobile devices, | had inevitably developed
neck and shoulders pain in the first few days of our online
festival”. “But, | think this pain is temporany and hope that it is
well compensated with a festival which has successfully
catered to both filmmakers and our audiences™, Yow added.

“Not to mention our online screening platform had gone info a
temporary breakdown on the first day of our festival when we
were screening the films nominated in the MAS See Films:
Open Category”, said Yow when recalling his team’s horrific
experience. Against all odds, however, the festival had
managed to make its comeback with more than 5000 views,
made up by almost 700 registered audiences, a figure which
can hardly be achieved should Mini Film Festival be
organised onsite this year.

IVE FILMS AWARDEL
THE 161H MINI L

FIVE FILMS AWARDED

Out of 20 films in two competition categories this year, five
films were awarded either “Best Short Film® or “Jury Award".
“Blue Light", directed by an up-and-coming Malaysia
filmmaker, Cheah Kah Sing has walked away with
“Best Short Film”™ in the Open Category. This outstanding film
departs from a reflexive lens which critically reflects on the
disgusting filmmaking practice less known to people. "Blue
Light was thought provoking and truly reflective of the time
that we live in”, said Madiah Hamzah, one of the 16th MFF's

juries when citing the reason for awarding this film with "Best
Short Film™.

‘Biue Light was thought provoking and truly reflective of the
time that we five in®, said Nadiah Hamzah.

Photo of Cheah Kah Elnig. the director of “Blus Light" which won
"Best Short Film™ in the 16thMFF's Open Category.

Snapshot of “Blus Light” featuring two awards winning filmmakers
from Malaysia, James Lee and Tan Seng Keat who acted in this
wrinming fillm.




Meanwhile, IPEONT and iHere | Ami were both bestowed
Jury Awards for their creative approach in presenting issues
in relation to migrant workers and undocumented children in
Malaysia. iThe juries were having a hard time in choosing the
winner, hence, explained the unprecedented two jury awards
given in the same categoryf, said Yow in referring to the juries
meeting they had online when deciding the winners.

Snapshot of iHere | AmT showing an undocumented children doning
in her DIY-costume made from Malaysian flag. This film is directed
by a Sabahan female filmmaker, Putri Purnama Sugua who also won
Jury Award in the 16thMFFis Open Category.

Snapshot of iThe Darkest NightT which won 16thMFFis iBest Short
FilmT this year.

Finally, the Jury Award for the studentsi category goes to
iWith Love, Elainei directed by Sheldon Chong and Alina
Wong from Sunway University. iWith Love, Elaine shows
solid visual storytelling with graphic matches and delicate
editing hence we prized it with a Jury Awardi, said Sari
Dalena, an awards winning filmmaker, also one of the
16thMFFis juries hailed from the Philippines.

Snapshot of TWith Love, ElaineT directed by Sheldon Chong and

Alina Wong who won Jury Award in the 16thMFF, studentsi category.

Snapshot of IPEONT which presents an edgy treatment of
marginalised migrant workers and delivery rideris story and
was awarded 16thMFFis Jury Award (Open category).

For the MAS See Films: Student Category, the iBest Short
Filmi was awarded to iThe Darkest NightT directed by
Toh Tze Wei, a young female filmmaker who is currently
furthering her study in Nanjing, China. According to Amerta
Kusuma, the 16thMFF jury from Indonesia, cited the film for
its ability in presenting ia strong issue about education and
diversityi as the film fictionalised a primary school student
who struggles to ensure his school remains opened after an
announcement that it will be closed due to small number of
students.

1A strong issue about education and diversityl, when
Mr. Amerta Kusuma cited the reason of winning for Tze Weiis
iThe Darkest Nighti.

Photo of Toh Sze Wei, captured when she was directing
1The Darkest NightT which won Best Short Film in the 16thMFFis
Studentsi Category.

*This article is written by Yow Chong Lee, the festival
programmer of the 16th Mini Film Festival. Despite the fact
that this yearis festival had long ended, his neck and
shoulders pain is yet fully recovered.

*Part of the write up had been published on The Star Online
as the article was originally intended as press release for 16th
Mini Film Festival.
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AZHAN RANI + SHERIE MERLIS + ANDING + TAUFIQ HANAFI + CHOPIE CAKAP + SHAH KIMIN + ELYA





































